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Enter Marren i in the Charafter of Somebody. 


Sbody.. FEY-DAY! here's fine work 


on hand. After ſix thouſand 


ſteward, and fealty to the lord of the manor, 
to be ejected without notice, without rhime or 
reaſon, without law or goſpel ; to be ſent ſtroling 
for ſome new habitation, at this unſeaſonable 
time of the year, when neither 5 or any one 


elſe, can tell what time of the year it is! III 


not endure it. And yet, who ſhall I complain 
to? My old friend Spirit is hardly to be found 
of late; and if I could catch him, he is ſuch an 
airy, volatile ſpark, I ſhould not prevail on him 
to o give me a . en. 


ef 


Enter srrarr in the Charatter of Nobody: 


| Nobody, What do [ "wy my old Friend! Give 
us a buſs, my lad. Periſh me but I thought 
Fn B 2 we 


years quiet poſſeſſion, called 
over at every court-leet, doing homage to the 
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we had loſt one another for ever, or at leaſt 
ſnould never meet on the ſame terms again. 
I had retired moſt of the winter from this 


round of dull drums and abſurd. politics; plays 
and concerts, without wit or mufic ; aſſemblies 
of the young, but not of the fair; without 
beauty to enliven, or decency to prefide. I was 


hunting, and other lively | exerciſes, when 
I was ſuddenly. a/armed by. a confuſed. report 


by a high-german doctor, a wonderful profeſſor 
of occult ſciences, and a legitimate fon of Cor. 
nelius Agrippa. I am humbly. of opinion 
ought to be conſulted in the affair, and came 


pleaſed to allow me in this nem world of his 
own invention. You, who have been in town 


Ulmen in theſe things. 


you are; turned topſy turvy, and do not know 

Whether I am on head or heels. I got a little 
ſhake about thirty years ago by. an humour- 

ſome gentleman, who frighted me, I muſt own, 

at the firſt onſet, till I found it was only talk ; 

and had he been in earneſt I could hardly take 

it ill, as he belonged entirely to your family, 

r perhaps, had only a mind to ſupport 
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ſplenetick town, quite jaded by the inſipid 


diverting myſelf in the country with hawking 


of ſome changes about to be made in nature, 


poſt to town to know what place he will be 


all the winter, can, perhaps, inform me more 


Samebady. I am in as great 2 quandary: ag 


you 
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5 4 
your, dignity. But this aw doctor, who is 106 
one of my nearef kinſmen, no way related to p 
you, as I can find, either by father or mother, ou 
that he ſhould take upon him to put ſuch 1 1 
tricks on me, make an ab/olute - adjeftirve 15 1 
of me, and diſcover to the world that I can- 1 
not and by myſelf for one moment, that I 1 
cannot even lie fill, without ſome aſſiſtance j! 
I miſt tell you, friend, all this is a ; ſufficient : 
cauſe; to put me in a flir. 
| Nobody. J confeſs it ſeems a little nn 
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name? N 
"Somebody! | Heark in your ear, — _ | 
| © Nobody!” I never heard of him before, ad | 


wonder How he kame 0 well 2 with 
me. 3 ! ISR | See” {i ' 


n 

ih. Apealiſes with you! Bey he 1 
knows you better than you do yourſelf, if you | 

1 take © his word for it; and when you look | 


over the ſcheme he has laid down for your 
advancement, you will bleſs Jourſelf to think 
what he intends to do for you: In ſhort, he 
has already made you every thing, in the paſt 
worlds, the preſent W and val the worlds 
that are to come. arg : act 
Nobody. Vou talk at a "OR rate, and I 
long for an explanation. What can this plu- 
rality of worlds mean? I never heard of 
more than one, except in a Prenchman' s dream, 
r F | Somebody. 
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Somebody. It is not one or one million will 
ſerve his turn. He makes and n them as 
faſt as card- matches. 
Nobody. My dear friend n off tibing, 
and give me a ſober and: rr” account t of 
this wonderful perſon. - 
Somebody. I will wake you as Ee net 
with him as I can, before I have done with 
him; and though Tam, not good at deſcription 
when I have. your aſſiſtance, do not doubt of | 
giving you entire ſatisfaction, as my inability 
will be ſufficiently: ſupplied by your ſagacity. 
You will be able to conclude, from the hints ! 
ſhall give you, ex pede: Herculem will be a rule 
to meaſure him by, and you will hardly be at 
A loſs: for the reſt. of him. This extraordinary 
man then has written a Book, which has given 
infinite entertainment to all degrees of people. 
It is equally agreeable. to the learned and the 
ignorant; to the wit and the fool: To the 
firſt, it is a ſubject of mirth, and to the ſecond 
of wonder. It makes the former laugh, and 
the latter fare. He ſets out in company with 
three gentlemen, whom, very fortunately, he 
quickly drops: as he had brought them {© 
ill together, they muſt have quarrelled in the 
way; the firſt being an atheiſt, the ſecond 4 
. fort of old woman, and the third, to ſay no 
more of him, a good man, and a great genius. 
He goes on pretty well for twenty pages, (ex- 
- cept 
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cept a paſſage in the gth page) ſpeaks a 
different language and evener reaſon than is to 
be found afterwards to the end of his book. 
And I have but one objection, viz. that his 
bore is not quite ſo well there as it lies in the 
authors where he found it. 

Nobody. But what is exceptionable in page 9 92 

Somebody. I will tell you, after giving you 


a bint of his turn, and acquainting you of a 
way. he has with him. It is the ambition of 


this gentleman always to improve on the defec- 


tive efforts of genius in others; and when the 
greateſt men that time and nature have pro- 
duced, own themſelves at a ſtand i in the inveſti- 


gation of her works, and, others think, have 


arrived at the bounds and limits of human 
underſtanding, he is ſo good natured as to lend 


L them an helping hand, and : paſſes them forward 


with as much eaſe as you would help an infant 


over a ſtile. One fir [aac Newton tells his reader, 


that he had accounted for the motions of 


& the heavens and the flowing of the tides, 


„ by the power of gravitation, but the cauſe 
“of gravitation he could not aſſign, that what- 
ever owing to, it carried its influence to the 


e centre of the ſun and planets with undiminiſhed | 
<« force.” Here this gentleman comes in aid to 5 
his philoſophy, and acquaints us, that the un- 


doubted cauſe of this eſfect was * ſome ſpirit 
by that accompany'd every particle of matter 


that 
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„ 
& that dons and keeps in reſt at paare the 
portion it poſſeſſes, till ſome ſtronger piri 
« gvercomes that ſpirit, and hHurries him and 
« his matter along with it, as being ſupetior 
% in the encounter. That the ſeveral ſpirits 
* are ſtrong or weak in exact proportion to 
the quantity of matter they occupy, and have 
&« juſt intellect enough, to manage diſcreetly 
e the ſhare of it aſſigned dn. <2 
. boch. Not to mention the oddneſs of the 
conceit, this notion is every way the moſt 
puzzled piece of Philoſbphy 1 have met with, 
and think 1 can prove it to be an heap of in. 
conſiſtencies. For, let us ſuppoſe that every 
particle of created matter (or uncrrated, if he 
likes that phraſe better) Was committed to the 
care of a ſeparate ſpirit, and all left to ſhift 
for themſelves. If the original particles were 
al equal in quantity, as ſome think, they muſt 
continue ſeparate to eternity; ; for not one /pirit 
would ſurrender his dominion to another, of 
if he did, could the other accept it, for Want 
of ſkill to govern two kingdoms at once. This 
is more unimtelligible than the dance of atoms. 


Again, if we ſuppoſe the particles original!) 
differing in ſize and quantity, the ſtronger 


ſpirits would ſubdue the ' weaker; and thoſe 
. fill of ſaperior force, ſubdue the conquerors, 
and carry all before chem, till the Jarring ele- 


ments ſhould be reduced to one. Nor is it 
poſſible 


FFP, Mts wa” 


RSS ren 


. A ter Ee a ee 


191 


animate or inanimate, could ever be produced 
in che des of time, or annals of it, there could 
indeed be none; for there could be no natural 
indexes to marc out the diſtinct portions of 
duration, which we call time. But what comes 


| after-:this whimſical. en of our inguler 


autlior? E e e 


Somebody. Little . a tring of; hs | 


that have been made a thouſand times before, 
and are all well enough-till you come to p. 22, 


where he gives the name of iiſtindt indiſcri- 


minately to animate and inanimate beings, to 


the intuition of an angel, the reaſoning of men, 
and the vegetation of flowers; making it very 
e both 4 ee an 2 But to 


den \the eaſe ch ds Sand ag 
by one general name to comprehend | diſtinct 


operations of intellect, it is ſtill unpardonable 


to introduce now terms and unpreciſe words in- 
e philoſophic language: For, of all others, 
the word inſtinct is the leaſt preciſe and (hither- 
ts) undetermined: of any word we know. But 


it is plain he uſes it in ſome ſenſe (if it be 
any) chat no one ever apprehended before; 
for he will have it to be of the ſame ſpecies ; 


and ſame extent in a ſtone; a man, and a 


_ intelligence, and to differ only in the 


my B effetts 


% on this hypotheſis, to 'comprehend 
how any. variety of modified beings, either 
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$: tion to a, chat God might communicate 
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effects as it happens to be exerted or reſtrained 
by the feſpeCtive organs of each. And here, 
to ſolve a contradiction which muſt enſue, he 
is obliged to furniſn with organs (that is) with 


matter the pureſt ſpirits we can conceive, and 


ſays expreſly, that there cannot be any unem- 
bodied ſpirit but God alone, (which he does not 
ſeem clear in either.) And it will come out 
preſently, that by God he means the firſt 


perſon in the Trinity only. So that what we 


are taught to underſtand by the word Mah 


holt muſt; be matter with the reſt. 
Nobody. This is ſhocking); but, 1 hats your 


meant to mean, ſo much. For whatever opi- 


nion you have given me of his head, I am till 
inclined to think better of his heart, and that 


if any thing he ſays has an atheiſtical tendency, 


Somebody. His next ſlight (p. 25.) is beyond 


compare; but my ſmall, capacity is unable to 


comprehend or comment it. I ſhall only re- 
late it to you as it ſtands in his book, and 


deſire you will enlarge on it for my edifice- 
tion. As We ſee mankind furniſh'd. with 


< abilities-to-contrive;.and .form-;machines of 


wonderful force and efficacy, to build ſhips, 
„ make clocks and watches; and govern king- 


% doms: ſo there ſeems to be no contradic- 


E 64 ſo 


2 | 


wk a a. aac... 


—— 


a 
01 


I 


«fo much power to one of his own ereatures, 


of a more exalted nature than man, as to 


« enable him to create inferior beings, and 
6 me his own compoſed of intelli- 
« gent agents.“ Now, I have given you his 


own words, pray give me your opinion of 
them, and 1 ſhould be thankful to you (as the 


ſeeret ſeems to be coming out,) if you gave 
me a little inſight into this ſame buſineſs of 
creating ſpirits ; or, if you think matter may 


that. 
Ny. 1 tid, at preſent, as little of the 


thing as you do. When I get the patent he 
mentions, I may tell you farther. 


Somebody. Muſt there be a | patent, for | it 


then ? 1 
Nobody Doubtleſs 7 ompion. had a patent 


1 making clocks, and Graham for watches, 
and would you have creation Fe without 


one? 
Somebody. Nay, you | are e gibing u now. 
Nobody. It is hard to fay which is moſt 
hocking, to be ludicrous or ſerious on ſarvey- 


ing che temerity of a writer, who will venture 
to trifle with ſo tremendous, a ſubject. What 


the angels have. in vain deft fred to look into, he 


takes upon him to reveal. Be he the higheſt 


of mortal men, it is no want of reſpect to ſay, 
that | « fools ruſh in, where angels fear 19 tread.” 
1 Tx 


alſo be Created, for he gays nothing about 5 


(mn) 


To create, is, in mortal apprehenſion, (if infi- 
nite can admit of degrees) the greateſt of 
God's incommunicable attributes, to imagine the 
power delegated to another is treaſon againſt 
the ſovereign of the univerſe, and an attempt 
upon his crown and dignity. The moſt favour- 


able ſentiment can be entertained of the. writer, 


ds that he found it in the reveries of a+ Ger: 

man anabaptiſt ( Hieronymus Veltmilar) about one 
hundred and fifty years ago, one of the rioters 
in Bobemia. But his latent meaning will be 
fuppoſed to inſinuate, that our bleſſed faviour 
might be a creature, and yet not contradidt 


the aſſertion of St. John, that by him were the 


things made that were made. It ſhould. appear 
this writer is not above the ſize of ordinary 
men, and yet he has ventured to wade Where a 
giant muſt ſwim. He is a huge undertaket 
in natural and ſupernatural knowledge, and yet 
were he left to faſhion a ſcheme for creation 
and redemption, it is to be feared (on his plan) 


that neither had ever happened. We muſt 


take the account of both from the facred writers; 


| for, as Dr. South ſays, if human reafon were 


“ to work on it to the end of the world, it 
* never could find out how the world began.” 
Somebody. This puts one in mind of Dr. 


Swift, who, on reading Blackmore's creation and 
redemption, writ, on the margin, a diſtich, 


that, in my opinion, equals any of his ſpright- 


lieſt humour. * * Undoes 
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„% Undoes creation, with a je,, 
oth And of redemption, makes ray b „„ 
1 hall now, before he opens his grand deſign, 


delay no farther | than to exhibit a ſpecimen or 


two of his tranſlating the bible, in order to 
prepare his way, and make the ſenſe comply 


with his intention Pape 32, he gives you the 


verſion of Daniel xxxii. 8, 9. He ſet the bounds 
% - the. nations actording to the number of the 
© angels of Cad. And this he takes from the 
LXX, which verſion he prefers to the Hebrew 
ſenſe, which is, according to the number of 
« the ſons of Iſrael.” He ſupports. his opinion 
by that of Eusebius; in oppoſition to which I 
will give him one worth the opinion of all his 
acquaintance, either dead or living, that is, 


Grotius on the place, where he ſays, the LXX 


took the liberty of leaving out three letters of 


| the Hebrew text in their tranſlation. — Et inde 


Chriftiant materiam ſumpſere multa 1ncerta diffe- 
feds de angelis quos bic filios dei dici arbitra- 


learned pains to prove that Hrael's thirteen 


children were not born when Moſes delivered 
his ſong, and therefore angels, or ſons of God, 


muſt be the right verſion, and backs it with 


another pleaſant reaſon, viz: that Paul to the 
e. ſays, Cod hath put into ſubjection of 


* angels the world to come.” Therefore he ſays, 
it ſeems to appear that the Preſent world is in 
ue | ORE ſubjection 


*s 


bantur. Here the writer takes a world of 


1 3 


ſubjecton to angels; and this infererice, be 
tells us, has great weight with him, and con- 
vinces him that the paſſage can mean nothing 
but God's giving the ſeveral nations to angels. 


But the obvious ſenſe, and according to Gro- 


zius, is this: The ſong of "Moſes is partly pro- 
phetic, and foretells, that the moſt divided and 
dliflant nations ſball be poſſeſſed by the numerbus 
Hor of Lael. And it agrees ſo exattly 
with the whole ſcope of the ſong, that no 
one Who was in the leaſt addicted to poetry 


could poſſibly miſs it, or underſtand it on the 
foot f tbe letter. As if, becauſe he ſpeaks in 
the paſt tenſe, he therefore muſt n to es. 


5 Prior will tell him, 

Od life, muſt one feeay to the wich 5 4 fone?" 2 
Do not all profane poets do the ſame? But, 

indeed, this is a miſtake a plain man cou 

never make; and is like Foreſight in the play: 


% Ah! Mr. Foreſight, when you commit an 
„error, it's with pains, and caution,” and deli- | 


* beration ; you're a wiſe man, Mr. Forefighr.” 
But this weighty argument of his is farther 
confirmed by St. Jude, whom he- tranſlates 
thus: © The angels which kept not their princi- 
4 palities with due care, but neglefed their proper 
. fprovinces, God hath reſerved in chains, 8c.” 
The literal verſion, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the 
words, is, The angels not keeping their beginnings 
but lun their * abiding Place, he hath 


reſerved 


1 15 1 f 0 
reſerved in chains, &c. Can this want a com- 


ment to any one of common apprehenſion? 


Does not the whole tenor of ſcripture, where- 
ever this is alluded to, teach us, that the fall 
of the angels was a puniſhment for aſpiring to 


higher Nations than God «thought fit to place 
them in at the beginning? His | ſenſe of the 


words is too ridiculous for notice. But leſt 
he be angry at my ſaying fo, take his pro- 
lix and hammered argument in his ew words, 

only abridged in favour of your patience. 
P 35, 36. The Greek word (tranſlated) be- 
« denote a principality, and the word which 
e tranſlate left, is applied, by the LXX, 


to ſignify neglecting buſineſs. And Solomon 


«* /aking- the guide of her youth. The word 


« we tranſlate keep, - ought to be keeping with 


| ©. care.” The word we tranſlate, in the ſtrict 


« ſenſe; an abiding or dwelling place, is uſed 


by Feremiah, to ſignify God's wide extended 
« habitation, and, therefore, may ſignify an 


„ houſe, a province, or a larger ſpace of 
“ground, but that ſpace, by a Greek word 


40 ſignifying proper, reſtrains che ſenſe to a 


« proper province. Beſide, the word 1 tranſ- 


© late province, is derived from a word ſig- 


4 nifying a houſe-ſervant, - and, therefore, the 


K: Sr nad # 37. may very well ſig- 
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4 nify, their forſaking tie provinces that were 
cc given to their charge by God.“ Heavens 
ae What work "is! here “ how many proba- 
bilities, Ani poſſibilities muſt he have recourſe 
to, in order to extort q meaning, which nei- 
ther the test or context will confeſs. To 
keep, muſt be Keeping rartfully; whereas, in. 
deed, to obſerve! is the true ſenſe of the word 
To leave muſt mean to forſake (vhichi it never 
meant yet ;) ard, laſtly, totprove clearly that 
the word province, or larger ſpace f ground, s 
rightly" tranſſated, he ſays, the Greek word for 
it is derived from a bonſe ſer vant, Who is 
obliged, by his aſfice, to be always within 
borsl Now tlüs goes off well in the cloſe, 
and I cannot tell vchich moſt to admire his 
luck, or his learning There is: but one word 
in his whole. tranſlaticn of the paſſage uſed in 
the proper. ſenſe; Whereas, in ours, every 
word is uſed in the proper ſenſe, ind. makes 
it dlear and conſiſtent with the deſign of the 
epiſtle, which was to caution; his converts df 
falling from their faith and qbedience, to apoſ- 
tacy and ingonſtancy,» But this, indeed, is the 
_ pinch, vhere no pains: were to he ſpared; for, 
unbleſs this meaning. can be forced on the ſe- 
veral paſſages he has quoted, the Whole hope- 
ful enterprize on hand will aniſcarry; and come 
to nothing, unleſs he can prove, that the Nati” 


ons livers; allotted: to angels that they were 
cue uml 


[17] 


12 50 off for mal-adminiiftration, (1 mean nothing 


ludicrous by the expreſſion, for his own ſenſe 
implies it;) that the plain and ordinary ſenſe 


is wrong, and one far-fetched is to be ſubſti- 
tuted in its place; he muſt fail in proving that 


Michael is our bleſſed ſaviour, and Gabriel the 


| holy ghoſt; and after all the volunteer pains he 


has taken (for I dare ſay neither Deiſt or A. 
nun will deſire him for an auxiliary) be obliged 
to leave both in poſſeſſion of their divinity, and 
have the mortification to ſee that doctrine un- 
baten which he has ſworn to ſupport, and that 
ith defended which he was s entruſted to 20 
gate. 


nd his intereſt. Surely the miniſters of the 
durch are not fated like the miners of ſtate 
jn the Craft/man's journals, to act in concert 


plot, and contrive, ruin to their country, and 
cceſs to their foes. To ſee a doctor of di- 


as a conſiderable preferment. Why Bowman, 


and Molſton, and twenty others, who had no 


Feat preferments, and hoped to recommend 


demſelves to political biſhops, ſhould deride 
, is nothing: ſtrange. But nothing 


C . but 


Nobody. I 1 it bee me to gueſs ; 
what ſhould induce a man to oppoſe his party 


4 _ — i 1 . 


mth the enemies of their conſtitution, and 


w _ — . 


Winity writing againſt chriſtianity is hardly to 
be accounted for; and the difficulty of ſolving _ 
t enereaſes, when, by his own confeſſion, he. 


— — a f — 
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but conſcience can be the ſuppoſed motive in 
the author of the eſſay; and as we do not 
hear he has reſigned his preferments, it ſeems 
to be only the ſuppoſed, and not the real in. 
ducement. If he perſiſts to take pay, when 
he is liſted with the enemy, he acts, at leaf}, 
a diſhonourable part. When the lord Balu. 
rino had reſolved to change ſides, he ſent back 
his commiſſion to the king who gave it him, 
and would receive no pay from the time b. 
began his correſpondence with the enemy. 
recommend it earneſtly to this writer to {0 
low ſo worthy an example. It will gain him 
more credit and reputation in his own time, 
as well as preſerve his memory better to pi. 
terity than all the books he could write in a 
hundred years, eſpecially if the ſum he is to 
refund be any way - conſiderable, and he be 
exact as to the time when he changed his alle 


I giance, and ballance the account according) 


J expect his thanks for this hint of purchaſing 
a bargain of praiſe and renown at fo cheap 4 
rate as parting with his temporalities ; which 
will alſo be compenſated by this conſideration, 
3 that he will then be altogether ſpiritual, as 
neither the German powers, or any power on 

5 earth, can ſecularize his perſon. 2 
Somebody. I can hardly perſuade myſelf that 
he will liſten to your advice, as be. does not 
underſtand that notion of a ſpiritual idle 
Chat afltry 
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churalier, and the idle conſequences that follow 
| from ſuppoſing it. | + ſhould NOW Proceed to 


on theſe I have quoted, and other paſſages of 
ſcripture ; but am agreeably prevented by a 
learned layman, to whom I refer your curi- 


oſity for ſtating: and clearing the whole doctrine 


| he. has miſtaken : And though 4is plan be both 


new and whimſical, ſhould readily ſuppoſe it 


| the work of a very eminent hand, if he had 


not touched on, and yet paſſed over unapplied, 


a paſſage in the pſalms, which, rightly under- 


ſtood, made more than any other for the ſyſ- 
tem he was building: Who maketh his angels 
| ſpirits, and his miniſters a flame f fire. Theſe 


words, in ordinary acceptation, are underſtood 


to. import, that God hath created the angels 
in heaven of a ſpiritual ſubſtance, and con- 


formably hath, made, his prophets, evangeliſts, 


teachers, as it were a flame of fire to illumi- 
nate the world, Whereas the plainer and 
more noble, as well as poetic ſenſe, is, He 
maketh ſpirits his meſſengers [or an gels,] and fire 


bis ſervant [or inſtrument] 70 execute his pur- 
poſes. Agreeably to theſe words elſewhere, 


Hail, form, and tempeſt fulfilling his word, he 
maketh his ſpirits angels, and flames of fre ; 
bis miniſters. So it runs. And ſo almighty is 


his power, he can make ſpirits aſſume a cor- 
poreal ſubſtance, and matter act as if informed 


C 2 with 


acquaint you with his grand deſign, founded 


oY GG 


2 nil es 
— 


n 29 


c 


1 
4 
1 
? 
- 
t 
4 
0 
1 
1 
F 
1 
{ 
: 
: 
\ 
: 
1 
: 
16 
. 
: 
: 
th 
CM = 
7 14 3 
| E 
| 
: VE: 
1 4 1 1 
3 
4 x } 
1 
= It 
1 
1 
i 4 
: 
l 13 
1 El! 
1= 8K 
4 
'F' 
'T : 
3% 1 
1 
A : 
# 
l 
o 
; i 
* 
: y 
"> £ 
1 
4 5 
1 F 
> . ; 
\ a 
= > 
ts - 
| i} 
3 
. 
7 / 
> IK; 
4 4 
- 
oc 
F, 
on 
1 E 
1 2 
38S 2 : 
HS 
= 
4 : 
1 ; 
. 


| 


1 
4 
| 


with intellect. — He hath, however, made out 


what he intended to prove, the inconſiſtency 
as well as inſincerity of the «ſay-writer, and 

acquaints you farther, that he only took him 
up as he came in his way, which, it ſeems, 
ne would hardly go out of for che honour of 


engaging him, And, indeed, I have. ſome ap. 


prehenſion of his getting the ſort of antagoniſt 
he requeſts, whom, I think, he looks for 
among the biſhops. Could not one of tel 
rank go down with him? or one of the up- 
per part of the Iaity, who are wes wi the moſt 


. ſenſible. 


Nobody. I you will have my Gpfnüon, [ 


think, he would be glad of an adverſary d 


any fort, who would anſwer him in his own 


way of taking notions from books, and argument | 
from words. For, if I miſtake not, he would 


prove an over-match in the firſt for the moſt 
rational writer of the age; and, in the ſecond, 


there is room to diſpute for ever without de- 


ciding any thing, now Bently s dead, But! 


thoroughly perſuade myſelf he will diſdain a 


reply, (if any ſuch ſhould appear againſt him) 
to one, who preferred reaſon to authority, 


and obvious ſenſe to ingenious conjectures. 


The firſt ſhews only a vulgar apprehenſion ; H 


but the ſecond. marks the man el F Areig 


and the Kolar, 


Somebody 


1 
Somebody. I am furprized to hear you talk 
of him as if you knew him; it is but juſt 
nom yo confeſs'd Rent never heard an him 
| before. P9117 th 

Nobody. As it is among ; wwe, I will 
venture to go on, and tell you my reaſon. 
1 have met with an ingenious French author, 


« a genuine work of any man, be it a book 
% jt a horſe he has choſen, or a coat he has 
e taſte, talents, and diſpoſition in every thing 


„ him.“ This ſnould ſeem a ſporting propo- 
ſition, rather than a ſerious attempt towards a 


you, by expoſing either my own picture, or his. 
The author, then, of the Eſay on Spirit is, 
what we ordinarily call, a well-wiſher to the 
mathematics. He is a diſintereſted admirer of 
learning and learned men, though but little 
acquainted with either. He is above the vul- 
gar, and not to be caught by common reaſon, 


moſt wwhimfical caſt, and ſuch as approach the 


ow” 


„ he has written, a houſe he has built, be 


or common opinion, which cauſes him to make 
his painful reſearches among authors of the 


(Bruyere, I think,) who ſays, «Tet him ſee 
14 bought, he will undertake to deſcribe his 
& elſe, though he had never ſeen or heard of 


real character; and yet, from this hint, I will 
make an experiment in deſeription, and, if I 
do not facceed, hope I ſhall, at leaſt, divert 


Z neareſt, to — without being diametrically 
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oppoſite" to ts ; the queereſt paſſages of whom 
he culls for his .commori-place © book; and, 
: blending! them together, makes an annua] 
compoſition for the uſe of his friends. For, 
though he prints a book yearly, it is for pre- 
ſents only. The paper in queſtion is the only 
one of his voluminous treatiſes can be pro- 
perly ſaid to be publiſhed. The reſt were 
printed, but quickly locked up in the archives 
of the curious. He is a man of taſte, and 
would make a figure among the modern pro- 
feſſors of polite ſcience in the uſeful arts of 
ſculpture, painting, and architecture, if it 
could be done by general rules; but variations 
and circumſtances are things that puzzle him 
damnably. Le builds a houſe in a cold cli- 
mate, with a northern aſpect, to make ſure 
of ſhutting out every ray of the ſun, becauſe 
at Naples he ſaw one of the ſame model. 
He buys a picture for the ſake of the contour, 
which proves it a production of the Lombard 
ſchool, though it was made in London, and 
ſmoaked by Geminiani. A plan for a farm- 
houſe, he takes from Palladio s Caſſinis, and 
for a country church, from the divinity- 
ſchools he ſaw in Haly, where. two pulpits 
confront one another for the reception of dil- 
putants, but he forgot that, in our method, 
one of them muſt always be vacant, as no 
one will venture to mount againſt the parſon, 
hy — or 
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or be bold to contradict either his major, or 


his minor. If he ſpeaks in public, he aims 


chiefly at elocution, which, he thinks, with 


Demoſthenes, the firſt, ſecond, and third qua- 
lification of an orator. 


Somebody. You grow een now, and are 


too hard on my friend, though it is generally 
my misfortune to differ from him in argu- 
ment, and, perhaps, be angry with him, 
yet I am not his enemy. 

Nobody. Nor I either, or wall any one 
_ elſe be, if he would confine himſelf 7 the 
provinces which were committed to his charge. 


If he would apply his induſtry, which is not 


inconſiderable, to aſſiſt in meaſures which 


others may propoſe, who may be above him 
in ſtation, and equal in abilities. His intereſt, 


and fortune, as far as he ſees fit, to ſupport eſ- 


tabliſnments, inſtead of overturning them. To 
caſt down foundations is a bold experiment, 


and always, implies deſtroying the ſuperſtruc- 


ture. When he is looking they be clear and 
ſtrong, others will be prying to ſee where 


0 they are weakeſt and moſt eaſily ſhaken, and 
even removing rubbiſh with too much deli- 


; cacy will make it ſo much the eaſier to be- 
gin a ſap. As church and ſtate are now cir- 
cumſtanced, it is the opinion of the beſt, as 
well as wiſeft, men, that it is ſafer to want 


-y farther reformation, than to > open a gap 


for 
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for one man's ability, another's weakneſs; 
this one's ambition, "another's zeal; attach- 
ments 10 countries, and attachments to different 
ſects in religion, ſeverally to exert themſelves 
in new moulding a government; and if this 
experiment be always dangerous, it is moſt 
dangerous in a country like ours, where two 
parts in three of the native inhabitants are 
enemies to their king and country. _ 
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